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worked harder because now they had 
the chance to pay for a little extra 
childcare. Now they had the chance to 
fix a car or, as I said, let their kid go 
to extracurricular activities so they 
could stay at work. And that is what 
all the studies have shown. 

So I suppose one good thing has come 
out of this, which is—or maybe it is 
more than one good thing—it is that 
we now know that America is no dif-
ferent than any other place in this re-
spect: that when parents get a mar-
ginal, incremental amount of money, 
they don’t quit their jobs; they feed 
their kids. But as a society, we are able 
to say that we cut childhood poverty in 
half and we cut hunger in half—by 25 
percent. 

What good is it that now there are 
families that are lined up in soup 
kitchens, today, who weren’t there 6 
months ago because they had the ben-
efit of the child tax credit? 

As I said, parents spent this credit on 
all kinds of different things. I men-
tioned childcare. I mentioned the bicy-
cle for extracurricular, but, I will tell 
you, the thing that I heard from every 
single parent that I talked to—and 
there were a lot of them in Colorado 
over the last 6 months, over the last 6 
months of last year—was the stress 
that it had relieved for their family— 
that grinding stress of being in a reces-
sion, the grinding stress of being in the 
middle of a pandemic, the grinding 
stress of having your kids out of school 
or having interrupted schooling, the 
grinding stress of living in an economy 
where people are saying to you, no 
matter how hard you work, that some-
how it is your fault that you can’t give 
your family that; and that the deci-
sions that we have made over many 
years in this Chamber and in the 
Chamber across there, and that some of 
the largest institutions have made as 
well, unfortunately, have created real 
headwinds for working people and for 
their families. 

We are in the middle here of consid-
ering the China COMPETES bill, which 
I think gives us a real opportunity to 
reassess what we have been doing for 
the last 40 or 50 years. 

Every single thing we set and we told 
the American people we were doing in 
their name with respect to China and 
its presence in the World Trade Organi-
zation and what China would do as a 
result of that—none of that turned out 
to be true. And when I say ‘‘China,’’ I 
don’t mean the Chinese people. I mean 
Beijing. And we realize now that they 
weren’t going to follow the rules of the 
road. We realize now that they were en-
gaged in state-sponsored capitalism, 
and that is very hard to compete with; 
and that instead of just privileging the 
people in our society who want to 
make stuff as cheaply as possible in 
China, maybe we ought to be thinking 
about other things, like our supply 
chain—protecting our supply chain—or 
our national security or whether we 
are creating good-paying jobs in the 
United States so that when the econ-
omy grows, it grows for everybody. 

We have an opportunity to do that 
now, and that is what I want. That is 
what I really want: It is an economy 
that, when it grows, it grows for every-
body, because that is the American 
dream, that is the story we told our-
selves about who we are as a people, 
and that is the way to strengthen our 
democracy. That is what I really want. 

In the meantime, what I would like 
us to do, since we now know how to do 
it, finally, is lift half the kids in this 
country out of poverty so they have a 
chance to pursue the American dream 
themselves. I used to say that this 
Chamber treated America’s children 
like they were someone else’s children 
because of the education system that 
we have provided for them. And when 
we did the child tax credit, I came out 
here and I said: I can finally come to 
this floor and say: We are now treating 
America’s children like they are Amer-
ica’s children. 

But, for the moment, that is no 
longer true, and, for the moment, we 
are treating them like they are some-
one else’s children, and we will rue the 
day that we did this. We will rue the 
day that we did this. 

This is a pro-work policy. It is a pro- 
family policy. It is a pro-democracy 
policy. We now know it worked, and it 
worked well. We have got to fight to 
make it permanent, and that is what I 
will do. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
WAR CRIMES ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, Europe 
has seen its share of horrors over the 
last century: the atrocities of World 
War I, World War II, as well as the Bos-
nian war. Ukrainians, in particular, 
suffered under the rule of Joseph Sta-
lin. During the tragedy known as 
Holodomor, millions of Ukrainians died 
of starvation—forced starvation. 

In the wake of some—but not all—of 
these atrocities, the world responded 
by bringing the perpetrators to justice. 
After World War II, of course, there 
were the Nuremberg trials; and after 
the Bosnian war, President Milosevic 
was charged with crimes against hu-
manity by an international criminal 
tribunal. 

Sadly, now, in 2022, we are faced with 
the question: How will the world react 
to the crimes that are now being com-
mitted in Ukraine? 

Over the past week, we have wit-
nessed the reality of Vladimir Putin’s 
genocidal rampage on the innocent 
people of Ukraine, and the scenes of 
brutality in Bucha are seared in our 
collective memory. 

Today, in Bucha, Ukraine, there are 
mass graves surrounded by bodies hast-
ily shoved into garbage bags, civilian 
cars crushed like tin cans, and front 
yards and gardens lined with the dead 
bodies of innocent Ukrainian people. 

One survivor, Antonina Pomazanko, 
aged 76, watched helplessly as Russian 
soldiers murdered her daughter, 
Tetiana. Without provocation, the Rus-

sian soldiers opened fire on her home, 
and the bullets ripped through the 
gates and fence as Tetiana was stand-
ing in the yard. She was killed in an in-
stant. 

On Sunday, the New York Times ran 
a photo of Mrs. Pomazanko looking 
over her daughter’s dead body. Mrs. 
Pomazanko had covered it with plastic 
sheets and wooden boards. It was lying 
in the same spot where she was killed 
last month. 

In the words of Mrs. Pomazanko: 
There was so much shelling, I did not know 

what to do. 

There is nothing that will fill the 
void of loss and despair that Mrs. 
Pomazanko and millions of Ukrainians 
feel at this very moment, but there is 
more—much, much more—that we, as 
Americans, must do. 

The actions of Vladimir Putin hark-
en back to some of Europe’s darkest 
days—the atrocities committed by the 
Nazis during World War II, the mas-
sacres of the former Yugoslavia—days 
that we must endure and days which 
we hope we never have to relive. And as 
I mentioned, after the Allied Forces 
liberated Europe in 1945, the world re-
sponded. It came together at the his-
toric Nuremberg trials. 

When the trials first convened at the 
Palace of Justice on November 21, 1945, 
Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jack-
son delivered the opening statement. 

He said: 
The wrongs which we seek to condemn and 

punish have been so calculated, so malig-
nant, and so devastating, that civilization 
cannot tolerate their being ignored because 
it cannot survive their being repeated. 

‘‘Civilization cannot tolerate’’ and 
‘‘cannot survive’’ the war crimes we 
have witnessed in Ukraine going 
unpunished. 

President Biden recognized that fact 
on Monday in his calling for a war 
crime trial for the horrors in Ukraine. 

President Lincoln once said to Con-
gress when he proposed an end to slav-
ery: 

We—even we here—hold the power, and 
bear the responsibility. 

It is within the power and the respon-
sibility of this body to deny safe haven 
in America or anywhere to perpetra-
tors of these heinous crimes. 

Under existing law, foreign war 
criminals who come to the United 
States, incredibly, cannot be pros-
ecuted. They cannot be held liable in a 
civil action or even be deported for 
their heinous crimes. Currently, the 
War Crimes Act only applies if the per-
petrator or victim is a U.S. service-
member or a U.S. national. In other 
words, it would not cover the Russian 
officials who are responsible for the 
commission of war crimes in Ukraine 
nor cover the Russian soldiers who 
committed those crimes. 

We also don’t have a statute or a law 
in America making crimes against hu-
manity a violation of U.S. law. This 
was the primary offense prosecuted in 
Nuremberg, and it was a critical tool 
for holding violators accountable. 
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Other grave human rights violations, 

including genocide and torture, are al-
ready crimes under U.S. law that cover 
any offender found in the United 
States. This should also be true for war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, 
and that is why I will introduce the 
War Crimes Accountability Act. 

The War Crimes Accountability Act 
will ensure the United States has the 
tools to hold accountable the perpetra-
tors of war crimes and other atrocities. 
The bill expands the War Crimes Act to 
cover all war criminals who are in the 
United States, regardless of where they 
are from. It fills the gap in our crimi-
nal code for prosecuting crimes against 
humanity so that we can hold perpetra-
tors who come to this country account-
able. 

This is not just a hypothetical idea. 
Consider one example: After the mas-
sacre of thousands of innocent men and 
boys in the Srebrenica massacre, a war 
criminal named Marko Boskic made 
his way to the United States. When law 
enforcement tracked him down, they 
could only charge him with visa fraud, 
not a war crime or crimes against hu-
manity. We must bring war criminals 
to justice for their horrific crimes, not 
slap them on the wrist with a visa 
technicality. 

The United States must never again 
provide safe haven for perpetrators of 
war crimes and crimes against human-
ity. Our Nation led the first prosecu-
tions for crimes in the Nuremberg 
trials. It is time for the United States 
to lead again. 

Ultimately, the day will come when 
Vladimir Putin faces justice, and his 
name and his regime will be remem-
bered in history alongside the worst of 
the worst. Until Putin and his syco-
phants are brought to justice, we can-
not waver—we cannot equivocate—in 
providing Ukraine with all the re-
sources, weapons, and aid they need to 
triumph over Russia. 

Quite simply, the United States of 
America should never be a safe haven 
for a war criminal. The United States 
of America should be holding war 
criminals responsible for their horrible 
conduct and what they have done to 
the poor and innocent people in other 
places, and they should be held liable 
on criminal and civil bases. That is 
what this bill would do. It is an effort 
to move forward with the cause of jus-
tice, but I hope it is only the begin-
ning. 

When nations around the world adopt 
similar laws to the ones which I am 
proposing, we will make it clear that 
there are no safe havens left for war 
criminals. They will pay a price wher-
ever they end up, and that is the way it 
should be if there is going to be justice. 

‘‘Slava Ukraini.’’ 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
BIDEN FAMILY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today, Senator JOHNSON and I will 
present our third speech on the Biden 
investigation series. 

Today, we will focus on James Biden, 
the President’s brother. Hunter Biden 
wasn’t the only Biden family member 
who had connections to the Chinese 
communist regime. James Biden did as 
well. 

Before we begin our discussion, I 
think we will need to mention the 
main company once again, the Chinese 
company that goes by the initials 
CEFC. 

In the first two speeches, Senator 
JOHNSON and I established the connec-
tion between CEFC and the communist 
Chinese Government. We established 
the connection between CEFC and Hud-
son West III. We then established the 
connection with Hunter Biden’s 
Owasco, Hudson West III, and CEFC. 

We showed that Hunter Biden and 
James Biden actively assisted CEFC as 
it worked to expand its footprint and 
its holdings in the global and U.S. en-
ergy sector. Today, we will add James 
Biden’s Lion Hall Group to the list of 
Biden family companies connected to 
the communist regime. 

In my and Senator JOHNSON’s Sep-
tember 2020 report, we showed that 
Hunter Biden and James Biden and 
their aligned firms received approxi-
mately $4.8 million from Hudson West 
III from August 2017 to September 2018. 
During that same timeframe, Hunter 
Biden’s Owasco sent 20 or so wires to 
James Biden’s Lion Hall Group. Those 
20 wires totaled just about $1.4 million. 

The liberal media and our Demo-
cratic colleagues originally tried to 
claim that Senator JOHNSON and my 
findings were Russian disinformation. 

Last week, the Washington Post re-
ported the following: 

Over the course of 14 months, the Chinese 
energy conglomerate— 

Here, parenthetically, they are refer-
ring to CEFC— 
and its executives paid $4.8 million to enti-
ties controlled by Hunter Biden and his 
uncle, according to government records, 
court documents and newly disclosed bank 
statements, as well as emails contained on a 
copy of a laptop hard drive that purportedly 
once belonged to Hunter Biden. 

The Post also reported this: 
During that time period, about $1.4 million 

was transferred from Hunter’s account to the 
Lion Hall Group, the consulting firm that 
James Biden ran, according to other govern-
ment records reviewed by The Post. 

Senator JOHNSON and I were right 2 
years ago. We knew it then, but it has 
been a long road to defend our work 
product. 

The liberal media and our Demo-
cratic colleagues aggressively tried to 
make the case that we were peddling 
Russian disinformation. What will the 
liberal media and my Democratic col-
leagues say now in light of last week’s 
Washington Post article that substan-
tiated the work Senator JOHNSON and I 
have been doing? We still haven’t re-
ceived any apology from our Demo-
cratic colleagues for their false claims 
against us these past several years. 
They haven’t apologized to the Amer-
ican people. And I am not going to hold 
my breath. 

When will the big-time media in 
Washington awaken to respect my rep-
utation for the thorough investigative 
and oversight work that I do as a Sen-
ator? And it is also my constitutional 
responsibility to do exactly that. 

Now, we have more records to discuss 
today. Today, Senator JOHNSON and I 
will show you financial transfers direct 
from Hudson West III to the Lion Hall 
Group. In other words, in these trans-
fers, Hunter Biden’s Owasco isn’t the 
middleman. 

Let’s look at the first poster here. 
This is a January 2018 bank statement 
from Hudson West III. Now, there is a 
lot going on here, so I will just men-
tion several items. 

First, we have two examples of more 
wire transfers from Hudson West III for 
$165,000. The underlying wire data, 
which Senator JOHNSON and I will 
make public this very day, shows that 
money went to Hunter Biden’s Owasco. 
That money was for the August 2017 
LLC agreement, which by its terms 
saw James Biden become a manager of 
Hudson West III. That agreement sent 
$100,000 to Hunter Biden and $65,000 to 
James Biden every month. Those 
transactions occurred after the $5 mil-
lion wire from Northern International 
Capital to Hudson West III on August 
2017. Northern International was con-
nected to Ye Jianming, who was con-
nected to the communist regime. 

We explained all that in our second 
speech just last Tuesday. 

Second, this statement shows several 
examples of wires from Hudson West III 
to CEFC. As Senator JOHNSON and I 
have established, that company is an 
arm of the communist Chinese regime. 
This new record shows how closely con-
nected Hudson West III was with CEFC 
while Hunter Biden and James Biden 
received money from Hudson West III. 

Third, we have a January 17, 2018, 
wire to Lion Hall Group. That happens 
to be James Biden’s company. James 
Biden received $18,000 from Hudson 
West III the same month that company 
sent money to CEFC. This is just one 
example of many. 

Accordingly, the official bank record 
makes clear the financial connections 
between and among James Biden and 
the communist Chinese elements. 

To the liberal media and my Demo-
cratic colleagues, this official bank 
record—is that Russian disinformation, 
as you accused us of spreading? 

Now let’s go to the second poster. 
This is a Hudson West III bank record 
from April 2018. Here, you see wire 
transfers from Coldharbour Capital. 
That company was connected to 
Mervyn Yan, who was an associate of 
Ye Jianming and Gongwen Dong. 

As Senator JOHNSON and I have al-
ready established, all of them are con-
nected to the communist regime. These 
are the players in the game that I men-
tioned in the first speech last Monday, 
and now we have established that they 
appear repeatedly in bank records with 
high-dollar transfers. 

These transfers aren’t by accident— 
no way. There is clearly a scheme here. 
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